

Characteristics of the Museum
- Museum that is Dynamic and Open
- Hands-On Experience of the City's History
- Museum that Encourages Active Participation
- "Neighborhood Museum" Always Open to Visitors


Exhibitions

Exhibitions are categorized into four zones principally evolving around the Joseon Dynasty era to offer a comprehensive look into the landscape of Seoul, lifestyles of Seoul citizens, culture of Seoul and development of Seoul as a city.




Zone 1 : Seoul, the Capital of Joseon Dynasty
Provides an overview and general feel of Seoul as a city and acts as the entry point for all permanent exhibition areas. Seoul has been the capital city for over 600 years including 500 years as the capital of the Joseon Dynasty (1392 - 1910). At Zone 1, you can learn more about how Seoul was chosen as the capital of Joseon, how the city looked throughout the different stages of history, its people and how Seoul is managed.

Zone 2 : Everyday Life in Seoul
Focuses on the way of life of those who lived in the city during the Joseon era when Seoul was the center of politics, administration, culture and economy and illustrates the unique characteristics and historical context of the city. 

Zone 3 : Cultural Heritage of Seoul
Captures the essence of cultural life during the Joseon era by introducing: Court Life - the heart and height of the Joseon Dynasty culture; Scholarship - the core of the culture of the ruling class; and Arts - the elegant and sophisticated culture and art from the era.

Zone 4 : Urban Development of Seoul
Since 5000 BC, Seoul has been one of the major settlement areas and served as a fortress city during the early Baekje Kingdom from which relics can still be found. Seoul became more urban in Joseon times after being selected as the capital city. From early modern times, the city underwent many drastic changes not only resulting from the natural transformation of the city, but also from distortions exerted by the Japanese colonial rule. After liberation from Japanese colonial rule, the devastation of the Korean War (1950-1955) and rapid development from industrialization further changed the landscape of Seoul to make it what it is today. This Zone shows how Seoul changed and transformed with the ebb and tide of the Korean history. 

Info-Bridge
This is the mezzanine (height: 3m, width: 5m, length: 132m) that sits at the center of the exhibition area to cut through Zones 1 and 2. The area contains 36 information search devices where visitors can learn more about the exhibits through multimedia presentations and by searching for additional information. The mezzanine also offers a bird's eye view of the permanent exhibition hall so that you can again enjoy the exhibits from a different viewpoint.

History Learning Corner 
Created mostly for children, the Area offers a variety of utensils and tools used during the Joseon Dynasty for scientific research, recreation and daily life. Children are invited to touch, use and handle the exhibit items to gain a direct experience about life during the Joseon Dynasty. 

Touch Museum
Whole or parts of various items related to the exhibits are displayed here to offer visitors hands-on experience about the life during the Joseon Dynasty. Visitors can also learn more about individual items by searching on the monitors installed next to the items. 


Hours and Admission
Open
Summer Season (Mar. - Oct.)
- Weekdays: 9:00-18:00
- Saturdays & Holidays: 9:00-17:00


Winter Season (Nov. - Feb.)
9:00-17:00

Ticketing
From 9:00 to one hour before closing


Closed
January 1, every Monday



Admission Fee
Classification
Fee

Remarks


Individual
Group (Over 20)


Adult
700 Won
550 Won
Age 19-64

Teens, Soldier and Police
300 Won
250 Won
Age 13-18

Under 12 and over 65 years old: Free Admission





Information: (02) 724-0135


Gyeongbok Palace Life in Korea rating: 5 Average member rating: 5.0 (1 rating) 



Built at the beginning of the Chosun Dynasty when the Yi Dynasty moved the capital to Seoul, this palace remained the main seat of power for Korea kings throughout much of the time to the present. Gyeongbok means Shining Happiness. The main gate (Kwanghwa-mun) separates Gyeongbok Palace from one of the busiest areas of Seoul. Gyeongbok Palace was built as the primary palace of the Chosun Kingdom by its founder, King Taejo in 1395, the fourth year of his reign.




It was destroyed during the Japanese invasion of 1592 and left in ruins for over 250 years. Starting in 1865, it was rebuilt to its original grandeur. When Korea was annexed by Japan in 1910, most of the 200 building on the palace grounds were torn down by the Japanese, leaving only a dozen structures. The map near the front entrance shows the arrangement of the complex during the latter part of the reign of King Kojong. It shows the major hails, pavilions, offices, storerooms, gates and bridges of the 419,100 square meter grounds.
PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Kyonbok018" 


Keunjeong-jeon




In over 600 years, the palace has been severely damaged a number of times. Although only about a dozen buildings remain, at one point the compound housed several hundred buildings. Many have been rebuilt according to their original specifications. Keunjeong-jeon, the royal throne hall is Korea's largest surviving wooden structure. Kings conducted state affairs, held official functions, and received foreign envoys here. Built in 1394, high ranking officials assembled in this court to pay respect to their kings.





From 1399-1549, seven of twelve kings were enthroned here: Chogjong, Sejong, Tanjong, Sejo, Seongjong, Chunjong, and Myongjong. It was burned down during the Japanese invasion in 1592 and rebuilt in 1867, during the reign of King Kojong. The throne is centered toward the back of the hall. There used to be ritual objects there, but none now remain. The building has a high-ceiling, single room structure on a double-level platform.




Formerly there were three consecutive gates south of the entrance, between Keunjeong-jon and the city. Keunjeong-mun can be seen in the center of the south corridor. Hongnye-mun was torn down to make way for the capital. Kwanghwa-mun is on the outer wall of the palace, in front of the capital (now bring renovated for the new National Museum). An impressive view of the harmony created between Keunjeong-jon and Pukhan-san (the mountain range directly to the north), can be seen from the second pillar from the east end of the south corridor.
 


Chagyong-jeon




Chagyong-jon was the living quarters for Queen Dowager Cho, the mother of King Honjong (r.1834-1849), the 24th King of the Chosun Dynasty. It was built for her by regent Yi Huang (the Taewongun), father of King Kojong. The present quarters were built in 1888 after the original structure burned down. This is the only building with a bedroom remaining on the palace grounds. The bed chamber is situated to the northwest and is heated by an ondal heating system. The building has a pavilion to the southwest with an elevated floor for use in the summer months. There had been a number of attached buildings, walkways, and a two-post gate with a roof. All that remains is the wall with the symbols of long life and the freestanding chimney in the rear garden, plus a wall with flower and plant designs to the west.

Chimney of Chageyong-jeon (Treasure #810) 




The chimney of Chageyong-jeon (designated Treasure #810) forms a part of the wall of the courtyard. It has ten exhausts on the top of the chimney, which is titled to resemble the beams and rafters of a wooden structure. The chimney is decorated with various designs for long life, wealth, and many offsprings, as well as signs to repel evil. On the lower half of the wall is a large decorative panel, the background of which is plaster. It contains a design of the sun, a mountain, water, clouds, a rock, pine tree, turtle, deer, crane, grapes, the fungus of immortality, bamboo, chrysanthemum, and lotus. 




Above the panel are three-square designs: a dragon in the center and a crane on either side. Amisan Garden is a terraced garden behind Kyotae-jon, the queen's quarters. Beneath the panel are two square designs of mythological fire-eating beasts, called Haet'ae. On the right and left are a bat and arabesque pattern. The dragon symbolizes the king and the cranes, his subjects. The sun, rock, and turtle stand for longevity; the grapes for many offspring; the bat for wealth; and the Haet'ae for warding off evil and fire. This is one of the most beautiful chimneys remaining from the Chosun era (1392-1910) royal palaces.

Hyangwon-jeong




To the far north on the palace grounds sits Hyangwon-jeong, an attractive hexagonal pavilion surrounded by a lotus pond. When King Kojong had Hyangwon-jeong built in 1867, he had a pond dug to the south of it and the pavilion built on an island in the pond. Hyangwon-jeong was originally connected to the north shore of the pond by a bridge named Ch'wihyang-gyo and the King enjoyed strolling across it to the pavilion. Visitors are not allowed on the bridge or to the pavilion. Instead, they must content themselves with the serene view. This is one of the most painted and photographed places in Korea.





Hyangwon-jeong is generally thought to be a two-storied building. However, if one includes the structure below the first floor, it is actually a three-storied building. Its plane is hexagonal and it has railing around it. In 1953, the bridge was rebuilt after the Korean War. This time, the bridge was constructed to reach the south shore of the pond. Originally there was a wall to the East of the pond with a double gate to the south, making it more private and secluded.



Yolsang Chinwon Spring
This spring was here when the palace was built in 1395. Its water is so pure and cold that it is good for drinking. It also flows into the adjacent Hyangwon-ji (far-reaching fragrance) pond. The stone trough was specially designed to supply water to the pond without disturbing the reflection of the pavilion and trees. The waterway makes two turns at right angles to ensure that the water flow remains consistently slow.

Kyeonghoe-ru 




Kyeonghoe-ru is the largest pavilion in South Korea and has been designated National Treasure #224. Supported by 48 stone pillars and set in a lotus pond, the pavilion was a favored place for the King to entertain visiting dignitaries. King Taejo, founder of the Chosun Dynasty and builder of Gyeongbok Palace, had the pavilion erected on this man-made lake in the western section of the palace. He named Kyeonghoe for "joyous meeting."





King Daejeong (r.1401-1408) ordered his Minister of Manufacturing and Construction (Pak Cha-chong) to enlarge both the lake and the structure. Minister Park built a square with dragon-shaped island supported by a long stone on which to construct the larger pavilion. Forty-eight stone pillars, sculptured with dragons, supported the second floor. Two more islets were made in the lake.





During the Japanese invasion in 1592, the original Kyeonghoe-ru was burned down leaving only the stone supports. When Gyeongbok palace was rebuilt in 1867, the fourth year of the reign of King Kojong the pavilion was reconstructed. The pillars were replaced with new ones that lack the splendor of the former. But animals were carried on the stone brides and railings. There are such stone structures as the Lotus Pond, Lotus Platform, and dragon-shaped conduits along the lake. This pavilion was used for royal banquets during the Chosun period and is used today for special functions. 




National Folk Museum
The National Folk Museum sits in the northern section of the palace. The museum has several exhibition halls which periodically change their exhibits, showing a wide selection of Korean culture and history. The building housing the former National Museum of Korea (built by the Japanese during the Japanese occupation) has been demolished and its historical treasures await a new home in Yongsan Family Park.

Hours: 09:00-18:00 (closed Tuesdays)
Information: (02) 732-1931/2 (tel.)
Admission:
Adults
Youths/Soldiers
Seniors

w700
w300
Free

Seoul World Cup Stadium Life in Korea rating: N/A Average member rating: N/A (0 ratings) /Images/Seoul/S-seoul.jpgPRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="
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Description: The stadium architecture embodies the beauty of a Korean traditional shield-shaped kite and sailboat.
Seating Capacity: 63,930
Scheduled Completion: December 2001
Information: (02) 3707-8282 
 

Myeong-dong Shopping Area Life in Korea rating: 4 Average member rating: N/A (0 ratings)PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="


Myeong-dong is Korea's trendiest shopping area, with over 300,000 square meters of shops selling clothes, shoes, handbags, accessories, and cosmetics. Many department stores also have a major presence here. Day or night, young people always crowd into the numerous restaurants, cafes, coffee shops, and night clubs in the area. Nearby Myeong-dong Cathedral is a frequent focal point for anti-government demonstrations and dissident holdouts, which sometimes mars the local atmosphere. The area also has an annual street festival.


Namsangol Traditional Folk Village Life in Korea rating: 4 Average member rating: N/A (0 ratings) /pictures/sel2162.jpgPRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Namsangol"
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In P'il-dong, just to the north of Namsan Park, the Seoul government recreated a small village that resembles the architecture and gardens of the area during the Chosun Dynasty (1392-1910). The area contains 5 restored traditional houses, designated as Seoul City Folk Materials, all decorated with authentic furniture and decorations from the period. Originally called Cheonghak-dong (area of faeries for the blue cranes), it was one of the 5 most beautiful areas of Seoul and a famous summer resort. the yangban (aristocrats) who lived in the area often composed poems about the beauty of Namsan (then called Mokmyok-san) and the surrounding landscape. 
PRIVATE
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A large pavilion overlooks a tranquil pond and an outdoor stage where dances and dramas are performed on weekends. An exhibition hall exhibits traditional handicrafts produced by artists designated "Human Cultural Properties." It also sells souvenirs and various folk handicraft products.
PRIVATE
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To celebrate 600th anniversary of Seoul, a time capsule was buried on 29 Nov 1994. It contained 600 items representing the life and culture of contemporary Seoul citizens. The capsule was shaped like Poshingak Bell. The capsule is scheduled to be re-opened in 2394. 

Hours: hours of daylight


Namsangol Traditional Folk Village Life in Korea rating: 4 Average member rating: N/A (0 ratings) /pictures/sel2162.jpgPRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Namsangol"


/pictures/sel2162.jpgPRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT="


In P'il-dong, just to the north of Namsan Park, the Seoul government recreated a small village that resembles the architecture and gardens of the area during the Chosun Dynasty (1392-1910). The area contains 5 restored traditional houses, designated as Seoul City Folk Materials, all decorated with authentic furniture and decorations from the period. Originally called Cheonghak-dong (area of faeries for the blue cranes), it was one of the 5 most beautiful areas of Seoul and a famous summer resort. the yangban (aristocrats) who lived in the area often composed poems about the beauty of Namsan (then called Mokmyok-san) and the surrounding landscape. 
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A large pavilion overlooks a tranquil pond and an outdoor stage where dances and dramas are performed on weekends. An exhibition hall exhibits traditional handicrafts produced by artists designated "Human Cultural Properties." It also sells souvenirs and various folk handicraft products.
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To celebrate 600th anniversary of Seoul, a time capsule was buried on 29 Nov 1994. It contained 600 items representing the life and culture of contemporary Seoul citizens. The capsule was shaped like Poshingak Bell. The capsule is scheduled to be re-opened in 2394. 

Hours: hours of daylight


Flights

Total price for this trip: C$2,149.71  

Here is a detailed description of the flight(s) you selected, along with any rules and restrictions that apply.  

 1  Review the flight details  

 Sat 30-Aug-03  

204 km

(127 mi)

0hr 50mn  Vancouver (YVR)

Depart 7:00 AM 

Terminal M   to   Seattle (SEA)

Arrive 7:50 AM     

Flight: 8731 

OPERATED BY AIR CANADA JAZZ -- AC8105  

Economy/Coach Class, Dehavilland Dash 8-300  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8367 km

(5199 mi)

11hr 20mn  Seattle (SEA)

Depart 1:30 PM   to   Seoul (ICN)

Arrive 4:50 PM

+1 day     

Flight: 4667 

OPERATED BY ASIANA AIRLINES -- OZ271  

Economy/Coach Class, Lunch, Boeing 777  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Total miles: 8571 km (5326 mi)

Total flight time: 12hr 10mn (17hr 50mn with connections)  

 Sat 20-Sep-03  

8367 km

(5199 mi)

9hr 40mn  Seoul (ICN)

Depart 5:30 PM   to   Seattle (SEA)

Arrive 11:10 AM     

Flight: 4666 

OPERATED BY ASIANA AIRLINES -- OZ272  

Economy/Coach Class, Breakfast, Boeing 777  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

204 km

(127 mi)

0hr 50mn  Seattle (SEA)

Depart 1:45 PM   to   Vancouver (YVR)

Arrive 2:35 PM 

Terminal M     

Flight: 8728 

OPERATED BY AIR CANADA JAZZ -- AC8098  

Economy/Coach Class, Dehavilland Dash 8-300  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Total miles: 8571 km (5326 mi)

Total flight time: 10hr 30mn (13hr 5mn with connections)  

Total price for this trip: C$1,567.71  

Here is a detailed description of the flight(s) you selected, along with any rules and restrictions that apply.  

 1  Review the flight details  

Sat 30-Aug-03  

1287 km

(800 mi)

2hr 15mn  Vancouver (YVR)

Depart 6:45 AM 

Terminal M   to   San Francisco (SFO)

Arrive 9:00 AM 

Terminal 3     

Flight: 1045  

Economy/Coach Class, Boeing 757  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

9075 km

(5639 mi)

12hr 5mn  San Francisco (SFO)

Depart 12:35 PM 

Terminal I   to   Seoul (ICN)

Arrive 4:40 PM

+1 day     

Flight: 807  

Economy/Coach Class, Lunch, Boeing 777  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Total miles: 10363 km (6439 mi)

Total flight time: 14hr 20mn (17hr 55mn with connections)  

Sat 20-Sep-03  

9075 km

(5639 mi)

10hr 55mn  Seoul (ICN)

Depart 1:45 PM   to   San Francisco (SFO)

Arrive 8:40 AM 

Terminal I     

Flight: 808  

Economy/Coach Class, Lunch, Boeing 777  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1287 km

(800 mi)

2hr 14mn  San Francisco (SFO)

Depart 11:00 AM 

Terminal I   to   Vancouver (YVR)

Arrive 1:14 PM 

Terminal M     

Flight: 1046  

Economy/Coach Class, Airbus A320  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Total miles: 10363 km (6439 mi)

Total flight time: 13hr 9mn (15hr 29mn with connections)  

Total price for this trip: C$1,143.37  

Here is a detailed description of the flight(s) you selected, along with any rules and restrictions that apply.  

 1  Review the flight details  

Notice: Change of aircraft required  

 Sat 30-Aug-03  

10hr 5mn   Seattle (SEA)

Depart 2:40 PM   to   Tokyo (NRT)

Arrive 4:45 PM 

+1 day 

Terminal 1     

Flight: 7  

Economy/Coach Class, Boeing 747-200  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2hr 25mn   Tokyo (NRT)

Depart 6:45 PM 

Terminal 1   to   Seoul (ICN)

Arrive 9:10 PM     

Flight: 7  

Economy/Coach Class, Boeing 747-200  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Total miles: 8908 km (5535 mi)

Total flight time: 12hr 30mn (14hr 30mn with connections)  

 Sat 20-Sep-03  

2hr 25mn   Seoul (ICN)

Depart 11:00 AM   to   Tokyo (NRT)

Arrive 1:25 PM 

Terminal 1     

Flight: 8  

Economy/Coach Class, Boeing 747-200  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8hr 30mn   Tokyo (NRT)

Depart 3:20 PM 

Terminal 1   to   Seattle (SEA)

Arrive 7:50 AM     

Flight: 8  

Economy/Coach Class, Boeing 747-200  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Total miles: 8908 km (5535 mi)

Total flight time: 10hr 55mn (12hr 50mn with connections)  

Bus From Vancouver to Seattle

Quick Shuttle Fares

One-Way $41.00

Round Trip $74.00

Seoul City Tour
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Nestled around the Hangang River is the Korean capital Seoul, a city of old and new. With thousands years of history, it has well preserved royal palaces, historical relics, and cultural treasures, yet state-of-the-art facilities and infrastructures as well. The Seoul City Tour bus runs a course that covers major points of interest in Seoul. The tour is designated by 4 courses such as Downtown Tour, Palace Tour, World Cup Tour and Night Tour.

* World Cup Tour and Night Tour have been temporarily suspended.

• Downtown Tour


Driving Time : 09:00 ~ 21:00 (the last bus leaves at 19:00) 
Interval : 30minutes

Gwanghwamun gate (Donghwa DFS) > Deoksugung Palace > Lotte Hotel
> Namdaemun Market > Seoul Station > USO War Memorial of Koreal
> U.S.Army Yongsan Base > Itaewon > Crown Hotel
> Meyong-dong Namsangol Tranditional Korean Village
> Sofitel Ambassador Hotel > National Theater > Namsan Seoul Tower
> Hyatt Hotel > Tower Hotel Shilla Hotel > Dongdaemun Market
> Jongmyo Shrine / Jewelry Street > Tapgol Park / Insa-dong 
> Jogyeosa Temple / Jongno Tower > Police Museum
> Sejong Cultural Center

• Palace Course


Driving Time : 09:00 ~ 19:00 (the last bus leaves at 18:00)
Interval : 30 minutes

Gwanghwamun gate > Deoksugung Palace > Korea Press center
> Kyobo Building > An entrance to Insa-dong > Changdeokgung(Palace)
> Ganggyeonggung Palace > Changdeokgung Palace 
> An entrance to Insa-dong Cheongwadae > National Folk Museum > Gyeongbokgung Palace > Sajik Park > Seoul History Museum 
> Gyeonghuigung Palace > Agricultural Museum > NANTA Theatre 

• World Cup Tour (World Cup Tour has been temporarily suspended until April, 2003.)


Driving Time : 09:00 ~ 19:00
Interval : 1 hour 

Gwanghwamun gate > Deoksugung Palace 
> Ahyen dong Wedding Dress Street > Ewha Womans University Vicinity > Sinchon > Hong ik University Vicinity > Jeoldusan Marti's shrine 
> Seoul World Cup Stadium > Seonyudo > Nationnal Assembly 
> Yeouido Park > Yeouido Pleasure Boat Terminal The 63B/D 
> Yongsan Electronic Shopping Town > War Memorial of Korea 
> Seoul Station > Namdaemun Market > Sejong Cultural Center

• Night Tour (Night Tour has been temporarily suspended until April, 2003.)


Driving Time : 16:00 ~ 22:30
Interval : 1 hour

Gwanghwamun gate > Deoksugung Palace 
> Ahyen dong Wedding Dress Street 
> Ehwa Womans University Vicinity > Sinchon Hong ik University Vicinity
> Jeoldusan Marty's shrine > Seoul World Cup Stadium > Seonyudo
> Nationnal Assembly > Yeouido Park 
> Yeouido Pleasure Boat Terminal The 63B/D
> Noryangjin Fisheries Wholesale Market > War Memorial of Koreal
> U.S.Army Yongsan Base > Itaewon > Itaewon Hotel
> Namsan Seoul Tower Namsan Public library > Namsan Cablecar
> Namsangol Tranditional Korean Village > Dongdaemun Market 
> Jongno 3-ga/Jewelry Street > Insa-dong > Jongno Tower 
> Sejong Cultural Center

Operating Hours: from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
(Does not run on Mondays except holiday Mondays.)
Languages: English, Japanese, and Chinese 
Fees : Pass -> 12,000 won (9,000 won for students),
Single Tour Ticket -> 10,000 won (8,000 won for students),
Single Ride Ticket -> 5,000 won (3,000 won for students)
*Tickets can be purchased when boarding the bus.
Inquiries : www.seoulcitytourbus.com
City Tour : Tel) 02-777-6090
Honeymoon Travel : Tel) 02-777-6090 
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Busan City Tour








Busan is Korea's principal port and second largest city. As a port city, it is ranked third in the world in terms of the number of containers handled. It has numerous culturally attractive tourism resources characteristic and distinctive enough not to be found in any other city in the world. Its scenic coastal areas and clean sandy beaches located near downtown areas will add joyous memories to those who visit.

Operating Hours : Morning tour 09:00 a.m ~ 13:00 p.m
Afternoon tour 13:50 a.m ~ 18:00 p.m 
* Two routes for Haeundae and Taejongdae
Languages : English, Japanese, and Chiense 
Fees : Adult -> 10000 won, Children -> 5000 won
Inquiries : http://visit.busan.kr/eng/
New Busan Tour : Tel) 051-851-0600 
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Daegu City Tour








Famous for its sweet and juicy apples and textile industry, Daegu has been the country's major retail center for medicinal herbs for several centuries. Woobang Tower Land, an amusement theme park, and Mt. Palgongsan which houses Buddhist temples attract many tourists. There are 14 separate city tours: 7 full-day and 7 half-day courses.

Operating Hours: A Day Tour : from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.(Half-day Tour : from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(available on 7 full-days)
languages : English
fees : free (except for admission fees to tourists attractions)
Inquiries : www.daegutour.or.kr
Daegu Metropolitan City Tourist Information Center :
Tel) 053-627-8900 
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Daejeon City Tour








Located in central Korea, Daejeon is a representative science city. The Expo Science Park, Daedeok Science Town, and the National Science Museum make Daejeon a future-oriented, high-tech science center. You may wish to try Yuseong Hot Springs which gained nationalwide fame for its healing power.

Operating Hours: from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
languages : English, Japanese, and Chinese
fees : A day ticket -> 6000 won(Children : 5000 won), the Out-of-town Tour -> 10000 won(Children : 8000 won)
Inquiries : www.metro.daejeon.kr/english
City Tour Information Center : Tel) 042-253-5960/8892 
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Incheon City Tour








One hour away from Seoul, Incheon, the main gateway of Korea, has a newly opened international airport and an international seaport. On a small knoll overlooking the harbor is Jayu Park (or Freedom Park), with its statue honoring General MacArthur's famous Incheon Landing in 1950. Seafood enthusiasts enjoy the Wolmido area of Incheon. The Songdo Resort lies to the southwest. 

Operating Hours : from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
languages : English, Japanese, and Chinese 
fees : A day ticket -> 2,500 won, a one-stop ticket -> 1000 won
Inquiries : http://www.inpia.net/INPIA2000/ENG/eng_main_ct_cu.html
Tourism Promotion Division of Incheon City Hall : 
Tel) 032-440-3321 
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Suwon City Tour 








Suwon is an ancient fortress city. You can walk along the entire wall, which was designated by UNESCO in 1997 as a World Cultural Heritage. Suwon is also famous for its delicious beef ribs. Suwon's neighboring Yongin is a popular tourist destination with many famous attractions such as the Korean Folk Village, the mammoth amusement theme park Everland, and several nice golf courses. 

Operating Hours : Two times a day (10:30 a.m., 2 p.m.)
languages : English, Japanese, and Chinese 
fees : A day ticket -> 5000 won(*Tickets are available at Jangsu Tourism.)
Jangsu Tourism : Tel) 031-224-8300
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Gongju City Tour








Located southwest of Daejeon, Gongju is famous as the capital city of the Baekje Dynasty. The Gongju City Tour begins at the Gongju Tourist Information Center, and makes stops at notable places such as the King Muryeong's Tomb, Gongju National Museum, and Gongju Folk Museum during a 7 hour 40 minute trip. It is a sure way to experience Korea's history and culture. Tours are provided free of charge, and you can try on clothes from the Baekje Dynasty, try traditional folk games, and pansori(traditional Korean vocalization). 

Operating Hours : Sunday 10:00AM 
(Once a week, 7 hours and 40 minute trip) 
*Tours are given from April through October only.
Languages : English, Japanese 
Fees : Free
Inquiries : Gongju Tourist Information Center: Tel)041-856-7700 
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Ulsan City Tour 








Ulsan is a leading industrial center of Korean industry, such as oil refining, auto manufacturing, petrochemicals, shipbuilding and machinery. It's also famous as a producing center of quality amethyst, and there is a park themed on this enchanting violet stone. There are clean beaches a short way from downtown: Jujeon well known for its black pebble beach and Jinha with its surrounding pines. 

Operating Hours : from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
(except on Mondays and Fridays)
languages : English (Service charge US$ 40)
fees : A day ticket -> 5,000 won (Teenagers -> 3500)
Inquiries : http://www.ulsancitytour.com/eng/home.html,
http://guide.metro.ulsan.kr/db_data/home/eulsan.htm
Ulsan Tourist Iformation center : Tel) 052-271-6633 (night : 052-260-0260) 
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Gwangju City Tour 








Gwangju, called "City of Arts," is a cultural city filled with artistic aspects and great places. It has become an international city of art by holding "Gwangju Biennale", an international festival showing modern art since 1995. Gwangju is also famous as a town of tastes because of its distinguished food culture, which has been well developed thanks to its vast open fileds and mild weather. Gwangju City Tour includes 5 different courses such as Firs Circle Tour, Green Area Tour, Art & Cultural Tour, Historic Relics Tour and .Experience & Industry Zone Tour.

Operating Hours : from 9:30 a.m. to 5:50 p.m. 
languages : English, Japanese, and Chinese 
fees : A day ticket -> from 1,000 won to 20,000 won
Inquiries: http://visit.gwangju.kr/eng/03_0301.html
Gwangju Tourist Information Center : Tel) 062-525-9370

*Operating hours and fees varies according to the courses. Please check the web page or call the tourist center for the exact time and price. 

Subway

Service Area
Adults (Won)
Students (Won)

One Service Area (<10km)
700
560

Two Service Area (>10km)
800
640



VISAS

Visa Type 
Tourist & Business Visas 
Visitors from countries not under Visa Exemption Agreements must apply for a visa extension if planning to stay for more than 30 days. Depending to the situation of the consulate, the visa extension will be issued 1 to 3 days from the day of application. Applicants require a completed application form, a recent passport-size colour photo and application fee. Visitors do not require the outbound flight ticket. Visa extensions are usually for 90 days.

All visas including long-term visas are for a single visit. Therefore anyone who wishes to leave the country and re-enter later on during the allowed period of stay should obtain the Re-entry Permit from the Ministry of Justice prior to departure. For business visas, the intention of activities must be clearly stated on the visa application form.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade Homepage: http://www.mofat.go.kr/mission/missions_map_en.mof 

Application for Visas 
- Visa application should be made at Korean Embassies or consulates abroad. - It is required for the visa applicants to submit passport, application forms, a recent 
passport-style color photograph, and such other documents as determined by the
status of stay. - Visa fees are as follows: 
a. Single entry visa for a stay of no more than 90 days : USD30 
b. Single entry visa for a stay of more than 90 days : USD50 
c. Multiple entry visa : USD80 
d. Prolongation of Reentry Permit : USD20 
*For Citizens of United States of America, multiple entry visa fee is USD45 on the basis of
reciprocity since the mutual agreement in 1994. 

Direcciones y Teléfonos de la Embajada
Cancillería : 33-6 Hannam-dong, Yongsan-ku, Seoul 140-210
Tel. 798-1694/5, Fax. 790-0939 
Mapa
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Horas de oficina: 08:00 - 16:00, Cerrada los sábados 

Día Nacional: Septiembre 16, Día de la Independencia
Oficina Comercial: 642-6Fl. The Korea Chamber of Commerce and Industry Bldg., 
45 Namdaemunro 4-ka, Chung-ku, Seoul Tel. 775-5613/4, Fax. 775-5615 

Agregado Militar y Aéreo:Tel. 749-5412 

Agregado Naval: Tel. 790-8764

Korean Seasonings 

In the past, every Korean household would make their own soy sauce, doenjang (soybean paste) and gochujang (red pepper paste). These three are the most important seasonings in the Korean diet, so preparing them well is an important annual task along with making kimchi. 

Each Korean household would keep a series of large and small crocks or earthenware jars in their backyards to contain soy sauce, soybean paste, red pepper paste, salt and various types of kimchi. 

Today, ready-made traditional seasonings are available in markets, yet many households particularly in the countryside still keep the old practice. 

Sunchang, Jeollabuk-do, is famous for making some of the best gochujang (red pepper paste). 

Types of Korean Food 

 Jeon (pan-fried dishes)

Mushrooms, zucchini, fish fillets, oysters, or green peppers with ground meat filling are thinly coated with flour, dipped in a beaten egg, and then pan-fried. There are also pancake-type jeon: mung bean powder, wheat flour or grated potato is used to make a batter, and green onion, kimchi, or chopped pork are stirred in, then pan-fried. 

 Jjim and Jorim (simmered meat or fish)

Jjim and jorim are similar. Meat or fish are simmered over low heat in soy sauce flavored with other seasonings until the ingredients become tender and tasty. Jjim also refers to a steamed dish. 

 Gui (broiled or barbecued dishes)

Bulgogi (thin-sliced marinated beef) and galbi (marinated beef ribs) are well-known examples of gui. Fish are often broiled, too. 

 Jjigae and Jeongol (stew and casseroles)

Less watery and containing more substances to chew than soup, these dishes are one of the main parts of a meal. Soybean paste stew is one of the popular stews. Jeongol is usually cooked in a casserole dish on a fire at the dining table. Noodles, pine mushrooms, octopus, tripe, and vegetables are favored ingredients for jeongol. 

 Hoe (raw fish)

Sliced raw fish is becoming popular around the world. Tuna, croaker, flatfish, oysters, skate, sea cucumber, abalone, sea urchin, and squid are popular in Korea (some restaurants even serve raw beef). Sesame leaves or lettuces are common garnishes, and choices of thin-sliced ginger, mustard or red pepper paste sauce provide pungency.  

 Namul (vegetable or wild green dishes)

The Korean diet includes hundreds of vegetables and wild green dishes called namul, and Korean marketplaces show a huge variety of unusual greens. Namul is usually parboiled or stir-fried and seasoned with combinations of salt, soy sauce, sesame seeds, sesame oil, garlic and green onion. 

 Jeotgal (seafood fermented in salt)

Fish, clams, shrimp, oysters, fish roe, or selected fish organs are the main ingredients of jeotgal, which is very salty. A pungent side dish in itself with steamed rice, it is sometimes added to kimchi or used to season other dishes. 

 Juk (gruel)

Sometimes a delicacy, porridge has been served as a restorative food to recovering patients in Korea for hundreds of years. Pine nuts, red beans, pumpkin, abalone, ginseng, chicken, vegetables to health, mushrooms and bean sprouts are the most popular ingredients. 

 Guk and tang (soup)

A Korean table is never complete without a soup. Vegetables, meat, fish and shellfish, seaweed, and even boiled cow bones are used to make guk and tang. 

 Bap (steamed rice)

Steamed rice is a staple of the Korean diet. Barley, beans, chestnut, millet, or other grains are often added for better taste and nutritional values. 

